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1. The Communists endeavored to purge the Czech Army of all
hostile elements, Officers to be purged were divided into
the following three categoriess
{a} Dangerous
(b) Undesirable
(¢} Tolerabls
Dangerous
2, Under this category were officers who engaged in anti-
Communist plots or who deviated from the Communist Party -
line as dictated from Moscow, ie, the attempt by Clementis,
Svermova, et al to pattern the regime along the lines of
Mershal Tite's. Also in this category were those 8fficers
who, during the last two wars, had served in the army of
any western power or in a Czech military unit subordinated
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to any western power; officers who were abroad in the»Czech
Military Mission, or, as reserve officers, were representa-
tives for some trade commission, or representatlves of pri-
vate enterprise, if they were implicated in some anti-Commu-
nist activitles and/or closely cooperated with the western
country. ‘ AU Rt
’ \
Those in this category who were considered to be most dan-
gerous were court-martialled, shot, and thelir property was
confiscated, Thos=e considered to be less dangerous were
court-martialled, deprived of thelr ranks, civil rights,
property, pensions, and imprisoned. Prlson sentences ran
a8 high as 25 years at hard laber; usually the sentences
were served in the uranium or coal mines or stone quarries,

An illustration of the First category 1s the case of four
officers who were arrested in Pelhrimov (4926N-1514E) in
the Spring of 1949, |

These four officers were part of a political
movement, headed by a Gen (fnu) Hasal from Prague, %o
overthrow the Communist regime. The uprlsing was to have
taken place between 5 and 9 May 49, and allegedly S/Capt
Jaroslav Janda was selecfed to lead the movement 1n the
county of Pelhrimov. Somewhere in Prague, however, the
secret was dlscovered and maes arrests began. According
to information circulated in Pelhrimov, Gen Hasal was shot
in Prague. On or about 5 May 49, the military intelligence
agents came to Pelhrimov and arrested Janda. Presumably : ,@
some notes bearing the names of other conspirators were 1)
found in his posséassion. After two or three days the rest ’
of the group in Pelhrimov was  arreated; they were:
Maj/Inf Jiri Valek, S/Capt/Inf Josef Kaduc, and S/Capt/
‘Inr (fnu) Holna. | N
| 'S/Capt Janda
vas sald to have been court-martialled in Prague and shotj
Maj Valek was sentenced to 25 years imprisonment and is
reported being held in the military prison at Opava;
S/Capt Kaduc was sentenced to 25 years imprisonment and .
18 being held in the military prison at Opava; S/Capt Holnk
was sentenced to 20 years imprisonment.

Another officer who was purged under this 4
category was Capt/Inf {fnu) Budinsky| |
&t the Military scademy at Lipnik in 1949-50 where he

2180 was an instructor. Budinsky had served in the Army
as a Sgt Asplrant during .the time of Masaryk's Republic.
In 1945-46 he attended the military 3chool at Hranice, .
graduated with the rank of Lt/Inf and remained at the schoo
as an instructor until hils arrest and imprisonment in
April 1%3%. /The Infantry School moved to Lipnik in

c

Oetober 19497, It was mald at the school that Budinesky had
been in close contact with former General (fnu) Hasal
and with the anti-Communist organization. Budinsky was
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6. In this category were officers who, for varied reasons, were
considered to be politically unreliable. Also in thils cate-
gory were older officers who had served in the army under
the government of Masaryk and Benes. These officers were
not considered sufficiently pllable to conform with the
Communist regime.

7." Officers considered politically unreliable, yet not dan-
gerous were dlscharged from the Army and were glven sen-
tences ranging from two to five years. After having served
thelr sentences, their civil rights might be reinstated and
their property might be returned. Older officers, otherwise
-in good standing but considered unreliable because they did:
not readily accept Communist ldealism, were belng dischargec
sometimes without pensilon privileges. Thelr property and
civil rights might have remalned unmolested. No hard and
fast rule could be applied to this category because of the
so-called human element in each partldular case. '

8. | ‘ ' \
soxi | | The following officers purged
under this category were | |

50X1

i ;
sox1° (&) ' Capt/Inf Antonin Kouril, an instructor at the Milltar?
. 'School in Hranice from 1946 until early in 1949, was
arrested fer alleged anti-Communist activity and sen-
_ tenced to seven years imprisorment at hard labor.

Kouril had escaped. from Czechoslovakia in 1940 and
went %o England where he volunteered for service as
a private with the Czech forces fighting under the
British. When he retur  ~d to Czechoslovakia in 1945,
Kouril held the rank of 1%, -

(b) Another instructor at the Military School in Hranice,
8/Capt/Inf Karel Vasicek, was arrested and imprisoned
early in 1949 for alleged anti-Communist activity.
Vagicek was graduated from the Military School at
Hranice wlth the rank of Lt/Inf zand was assligned to
an Infantry unit at Levoc. During the German occu-
pation of Czechoslovakia, he was employed 1n a
finance office somewhere in Bchemia. From the Summer
of 1945 until his arrest in 1949, he was an instrue- =
tor at Hranice.

(¢) Capt/Inf (fnu) Beretsky was graduated from the :
Military School in Hranice prior tc 1939 (| 50X1
know the exact year) with the rank of Lt/Inf and was
immedlately assigned to the Minlstry of Natlonal
Defensge. During the German cccupation he worked as

50X1 a civilian] | From May 1945
until November 1948 he zerved as a cryptographic :
officer at the Mlnistry of Naticnal Defense. In 1948

50X1 he was assigned to the L8th Inf Regt | |

' He was discharged in August 1949 as politilecally
unreliable. ;

(a) H |s/Capt Vendelin Micech
50X1
sox1 | [joined the Slovak Anti-Nazi -
50X1 uprising movement. He was a member of the Slovak
50X1
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Partisan Brigade "Gen Stefanik” until March 1045,

In July 1946 he was appointed Military Aide to Czech
Minister (fnu) Lichner in the Ministry of National
Defense,. where he remained untll he was discharged

as politically unreliable in May 1948. He was deprived
of pension but was not impriscued. |

50X1
50X1

(e) Another | who was dlscharged

50X1 as politically unreliable and Imprisoned was Lt/Inf
Raymund HeheJik. HeheJik became a career NCO upon
completion of his compulsory military training (date .-
unknown). In 1937 he served as a WO {Rotmistr) with
the Slovak Army. In 1938 he was assigned to the head -
quarters of the Military School, Zilina. He parti-
cipated in the Slovak Anti-Nazi uprising movement.
In 1945 he was called back to military service and
commissioned Lt/Inf. In the summer of 1948 while
gerving at the Milltary School, Zillna, he was dis-
charged as politlcally unreliasble and was imprisoned
that fall, For two years he was held at Mirova
Military Prison near Olomouc. Hehejlk was a laborer
at the state saw mill Turovka, Cadca Rayon in the
summer of 1951.

" ToIersble

9. In this category were officers who were cornsidered doubtful
but who were, for some reason, tolerated by the present
regime, Examples of this category are officers who belonged
to the National Socialist Party under President Benes,
but because of theilr personal and military records, and
lack of sultable replacements, were tolerated until a

50X1 rep1acementbwasdav?ilable, as well as off1lcers who had close
road.
50X officers who sorresponded‘
with relatives abroad were automatically placed under sus-
picion and constant survelllance. FPromotions of officers
. in this cphegory were greatly retarded. Officers who
corresponded with relatives abroad had to report to the
security authorities any information which might be
injurious to the segurity of the state, or information
which might be beneficial to the security of the state.
The secret police might search a house and go through
personal mail. If the police found as much as a hint about
the attitpde of the|people of a foreign country regarding
war and peace, the addrespee would be automatically
condiderel guilty of faillire to report that informatilon.
An excuse, that the addressee did not consider the information
sufficlently important to notify STB was not accepted;
50X1 . there was no recourse to:legal protectlon.

-end~
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